The promised Messiah Part 9

An exposition of Jesus life meant for young and old, to make clear the deeper meaning
of the Messiah.

In the previous section; in part 8, we talked extensively about Jesus' important teachings
concerning the sacrifice that Jesus had to bring and how that sacrifice means salvation to us.
The Lord's Supper is meant for every consciously baptized Christian and Paul warns us in
Colossians not to allow taking the price away from us, but to take part as a baptized Christian
in the Lord’s Supper:

NKJV (Colossians 2: 18-19) 18 Let no one cheat you of your reward, taking delight in false
humility and worship of angels, intruding into those things which he has not seen, vainly
puffed up by his fleshly mind, 19 and not holding fast to the Head...........

Theme: The theme of this writing is; Making the personal choice.

Every person makes choices in his life, as it also was in Jesus days among the Jewish people.
Some of them made their choice for a promise they believed, the promise of a Messiah.
They attached value to the words that Moses had spoken against the Jewish people:

NKJV (Deuteronomy 18: 15-18) 15 "The Lord your God will raise up for you a Prophet like
me from your midst, from your brethren. Him you shall hear, 16 according to all you desired
of the Lord your God in Horeb in the day of the assembly, saying, ‘Let me not hear again the
voice of the Lord my God, nor let me see this great fire anymore, lest I die." 17 And the Lord
said to me: "What they have spoken is good. 18 I will raise up for them a Prophet like you
from among their brethren, and will put My words in His mouth, and He shall speak to them
all that I command Him.

A number of Jews therefore had the expectation of a promised Messiah, such as the two
disciples of John the Baptist, who shortly thereafter became disciples of Jesus:

NKJV (John 1: 35-42, 45) 35 Again, the next day, John stood with two of his disciples. 36 And
looking at Jesus as He walked, he said, "Behold the Lamb of God!" 37 The two disciples
heard him speak, and they followed Jesus. 38 Then Jesus turned, and seeing them following,
said to them, "What do you seek?" They said to Him, "Rabbi" (which is to say, when
translated, Teacher), "where are You staying?" 39 He said to them, "Come and see.” They
came and saw where He was staying, and remained with Him that day (now it was about the
tenth hour). 40 One of the two who heard John speak, and followed Him, was Andrew, Simon
Peter's brother. 41 He first found his own brother Simon, and said to him, "We have found the
Messiah" (which is translated, the Christ). 42 And he brought him to Jesus. Now when Jesus
looked at him, He said, "You are Simon the son of Jonah. You shall be called Cephas" (which
is translated, A Stone)... ... 45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, "We have found Him
of whom Moses in the law, and also the prophets, wrote--Jesus of Nazareth, the son of
Joseph.™

At last, the Messiah was found and from that moment on they became disciples or students of
the Messiah, because their whole heart, mind and feeling gave them that conviction.

The Gospel of John states that the many powerful signs are written down for the purpose that
everyone believes that Jesus is the Christ and by believing Jesus’ words they will have life:



NKJV (John 20: 30-31) 30 And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His
disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these are written that you may believe that
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name.

So it is a very important requirement that you believe that Jesus is the resurrected Messiah,
the promised Savior, Prince of Peace and anointed One or Christ of God:

NKJV (John 1: 1-2) 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God.

The ‘“Word was God’, the Word or Spokesman was extensively instructed by God, and spoke
thereafter to the Jewish people, the Word pronounced the exact things of God.
So Jesus testified about everything He had learned from God to tell us:

NKJV (John 8: 26-30) 26 | have many things to say and to judge concerning you, but He who
sent Me is true; and | speak to the world those things which I heard from Him." 27 They did
not understand that He spoke to them of the Father. 28 Then Jesus said to them, *When you
lift up the Son of Man, then you will know that | am He, and that | do nothing of Myself; but
as My Father taught Me, | speak these things. 29 And He who sent Me is with Me. The Father
has not left Me alone, for | always do those things that please Him." 30 As He spoke these
words, many believed in Him.

The people who heard Jesus speak and saw the signs that He did, also understood by Jesus
who God really is and that God loves the people and wants to make everyone happy.
A very supportive example of this is the following section from Jesus Sermon on the Mount:

NKJV (Matthew 5: 3-10) 3 "Blessed are the poor in spirit, For theirs is the kingdom of
heaven. 4 Blessed are those who mourn, For they shall be comforted. 5 Blessed are the meek,
For they shall inherit the earth. 6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
For they shall be filled. 7 Blessed are the merciful, For they shall obtain mercy. 8 Blessed are
the pure in heart, For they shall see God. 9 Blessed are the peacemakers, For they shall be
called sons of God. 10 Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, For
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

What is then needed to become a Christian?
Who wants, to become a Christian must follow Jesus precisely.
One of the first things that Jesus did, was to be baptized by John the Baptist.
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NKJV (Luke 3: 21-22) 21 When all the people were baptized, it came to pass that Jesus also
was baptized; and while He prayed, the heaven was opened. 22 And the Holy Spirit descended
in bodily form like a dove upon Him, and a voice came from heaven which said, "You are My
beloved Son; in You | am well pleased.”

Baptism means forgiveness of sins on the basis of Jesus sacrifice:

NKJV (Acts 22:16) 16 And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash away
your sins, calling on the name of the Lord.’

Baptism is also a public confirmation to live a life according to Jesus' words:

NKJV (Galatians 3:27) 27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on
Christ.

According to Matthew 22:14 many are called, but few are chosen.
It is as with the eunuch, where an angel of the Lord spoke to Philip to teach this eunuch.
Then the eunuch asked Philip to be baptized:

NKJV (Acts 8: 35-38) 35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning at this Scripture,
preached Jesus to him. 36 Now as they went down the road, they came to some water. And the
eunuch said, "See, here is water. What hinders me from being baptized?" 37 Then Philip said,
"If you believe with all your heart, you may." And he answered and said, "I believe that Jesus
Christ is the Son of God." 38 So he commanded the chariot to stand still. And both Philip and
the eunuch went down into the water, and he baptized him.

Being baptized does not provide protection against all kinds of injustice.
God guarantees no escape from misery, not even to Christians.

The Holy Spirit gives us strength, comforts us and gives us rest and peace.
But what if something serious happens?

Faith is tested when something serious happens like unforeseen events:

NKJV (Luke 13: 1-5) 1 There were present at that season some who told Him about the
Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. 2 And Jesus answered and
said to them, "Do you suppose that these Galileans were worse sinners than all other
Galileans, because they suffered such things? 3 | tell you, no; but unless you repent you will
all likewise perish. 4 Or those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them, do
you think that they were worse sinners than all other men who dwelt in Jerusalem? 5 | tell
you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish."

Christians have the assurance to be helped in adversity or disappointment:

NKJV (1Corinthians 10:13) 13 No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to
man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but
with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it.

In the previous passage from Luke 13, Jesus indicates that the Jews must put faith in His
words and then be saved on the last day and receive a resurrection.
Then many, who do not want to believe, will surely owe that ending to themselves.



In Scriptures is written, that many workers are needed, because the harvest is plentiful:

NKJV (Matthew 9: 35-38) 35 Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in
their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every
disease among the people. 36 But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with
compassion for them, because they were weary and scattered, like sheep having no shepherd.
37 Then He said to His disciples, "The harvest truly is plentiful, but the laborers are few. 38
Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest."

What does Jesus expect from us then?

The answer to that question is written in the following section:

NKJV (Matthew 8: 5-10, 13) 5 Now when Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to
Him, pleading with Him, 6 saying, "Lord, my servant is lying at home paralyzed, dreadfully
tormented.” 7 And Jesus said to him, "I will come and heal him." 8 The centurion answered
and said, "Lord, | am not worthy that You should come under my roof. But only speak a word,
and my servant will be healed. 9 For I also am a man under authority, having soldiers under
me. And I say to this one, 'Go," and he goes; and to another, ‘Come," and he comes; and to my
servant, ‘Do this," and he does it.” 10 When Jesus heard it, He marveled, and said to those
who followed, "Assuredly, | say to you, | have not found such great faith, not even in
Israell......... 13 Then Jesus said to the centurion, "Go your way; and as you have believed, so
let it be done for you.™ And his servant was healed that same hour.

Jesus expects from us a great faith in His words:

NKJV (Matthew 15: 21-28) 21 Then Jesus went out from there and departed to the region of
Tyre and Sidon. 22 And behold, a woman of Canaan came from that region and cried out to
Him, saying, "Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David! My daughter is severely demon-
possessed.” 23 But He answered her not a word. And His disciples came and urged Him,
saying, "Send her away, for she cries out after us.” 24 But He answered and said, "'l was not
sent except to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25 Then she came and worshiped Him,
saying, "Lord, help me!" 26 But He answered and said, "It is not good to take the children's
bread and throw it to the little dogs.” 27 And she said, "Yes, Lord, yet even the little dogs eat
the crumbs which fall from their masters' table.” 28 Then Jesus answered and said to her, "O
woman, great is your faith! Let it be to you as you desire.” And her daughter was healed from
that very hour.

Jesus compares the faith in His words with the receptiveness of young children:

NKJV (Matthew 18: 3-6) 3 and said, "Assuredly, | say to you, unless you are converted and
become as little children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven. 4 Therefore
whoever humbles himself as this little child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 5
Whoever receives one little child like this in My name receives Me. 6 "But whoever causes
one of these little ones who believe in Me to sin, it would be better for him if a millstone were
hung around his neck, and he were drowned in the depth of the sea.

ESV (Matthew 11:25) 25 At that time Jesus declared, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven
and earth, that you have hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed
them to little children;



Jesus did so many healings and powerful signs that many believed in His words, such as the
resurrection of the daughter of Jairus, the head of the synagogue:

NKJV (Mark 5: 35-42) 35 While He was still speaking, some came from the ruler of the
synagogue's house who said, "Your daughter is dead. Why trouble the Teacher any further?"
36 As soon as Jesus heard the word that was spoken, He said to the ruler of the synagogue,
"Do not be afraid; only believe.” 37 And He permitted no one to follow Him except Peter,
James, and John the brother of James. 38 Then He came to the house of the ruler of the
synagogue, and saw a tumult and those who wept and wailed loudly. 39 When He came in, He
said to them, "Why make this commotion and weep? The child is not dead, but sleeping.” 40
And they ridiculed Him. But when He had put them all outside, He took the father and the
mother of the child, and those who were with Him, and entered where the child was lying. 41
Then He took the child by the hand, and said to her, "Talitha, cumi,” which is translated,
"Little girl, I say to you, arise.” 42 Immediately the girl arose and walked, for she was twelve
years of age. And they were overcome with great amazement.

Again a powerful sign of Jesus, the resurrection of the young man in Nain:

NKJV (Luke 7: 11-17) 11 Now it happened, the day after, that He went into a city called
Nain; and many of His disciples went with Him, and a large crowd. 12 And when He came
near the gate of the city, behold, a dead man was being carried out, the only son of his
mother; and she was a widow. And a large crowd from the city was with her. 13 When the
Lord saw her, He had compassion on her and said to her, "Do not weep." 14 Then He came
and touched the open coffin, and those who carried him stood still. And He said, "Young man,
| say to you, arise.” 15 So he who was dead sat up and began to speak. And He presented him
to his mother. 16 Then fear came upon all, and they glorified God, saying, "A great prophet
has risen up among us"; and, "God has visited His people.” 17 And this report about Him
went throughout all Judea and all the surrounding region.

The resurrection of Jesus friend, Lazarus:

NKJV (John 11:11, 23-27, 41-45) 11 These things He said, and after that He said to them,
"Our friend Lazarus sleeps, but | go that | may wake him up.”... ...... 23 Jesus said to her,
"Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to Him, "1 know that he will rise again in the
resurrection at the last day." 25 Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who
believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. 26 And whoever lives and believes in Me
shall never die. Do you believe this?" 27 She said to Him, "Yes, Lord, | believe that You are
the Christ, the Son of God, who is to come into the world."...... 41 Then they took away the
stone from the place where the dead man was lying. And Jesus lifted up His eyes and said,
"Father, | thank You that You have heard Me. 42 And | know that You always hear Me, but
because of the people who are standing by | said this, that they may believe that You sent
Me." 43 Now when He had said these things, He cried with a loud voice, "Lazarus, come
forth!" 44 And he who had died came out bound hand and foot with grave clothes, and his
face was wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, "Loose him, and let him go." 45 Then
many of the Jews who had come to Mary, and had seen the things Jesus did, believed in Him.

Jesus reveals his unigue position as the promised Messiah with the well-known I-Am sayings,
which are written in the Gospel of John:



NKJV (John 6:35) 35 And Jesus said to them, "I am the bread of life. He who comes to Me
shall never hunger, and he who believes in Me shall never thirst.

NKJV (John 8:12) 12 Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, "1 am the light of the world.
He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life."”

NKJV (John 8:23) 23 And He said to them, "You are from beneath; 1 am from above. You are
of this world; 1 am not of this world.

NKJV (John 10: 7) 7 Then Jesus said to them again, "Most assuredly, | say to you, I am the
door of the sheep.

NKJV (John 10:11) 11 | am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the
sheep.

NKJV (John 11:25) 25 Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes
in Me, though he may die, he shall live.

NKJV (John 13:13) 13 You call me Teacher and Lord, and you say well, for so I am.

NKJV (John 14: 6) 6 Jesus said to him, "1 am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to
the Father except through Me.

NKJV (John 15: 1) 1 "I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser.

NKJV (John 19:21) 21 Therefore the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, Do not write,
"The King of the Jews," but, 'He said, "1 am the King of the Jews." " "

Love is the basis for Christians according to the example of Jesus

Jesus words encourage us to have love for God, for Jesus Himself and for each other:

NKJV (John 14:21) 21 He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me.
And he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and manifest Myself to
him."

NKJV (John 15: 11-14) 11 These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you,
and that your joy may be full. 12 This is My commandment, that you love one another as |
have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his
friends. 14 You are My friends if you do whatever | command you.

NKJV (John 17: 20-23) 20 "I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe
in Me through their word; 21 that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and | in
You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me. 22 And the
glory which You gave Me | have given them, that they may be one just as We are one: 23 | in
them, and You in Me; that they may be made perfect in one, and that the world may know that
You have sent Me, and have loved them as You have loved Me.

Jesus uses these words of love in following of His Father, for God is love:

NKJV (1 John 4: 7-10) 7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone
who loves is born of God and knows God. 8 He who does not love does not know God, for
God is love. 9 In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent His only
begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him. 10 In this is love, not that we
loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.

NKJV (Romans 5: 8) 8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were
still sinners, Christ died for us.

He who loves God also loves his brother:



NKJV (1 John 4: 16-21) 16 ...... God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God, and
God in him. 17 Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness in the
Day of Judgment; because as He is, so are we in this world. 18 There is no fear in love; but
perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves torment. But he who fears has not been made
perfect in love. 19 We love Him because He first loved us. 20 If someone says, "I love God,"
and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen,
how can he love God whom he has not seen? 21 And this commandment we have from Him:
that he who loves God must love his brother also.

Whoever loves the world, however, does not receive the love of the Father:

NKJV (1 John 2: 15-17) 15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves
the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world--the lust of the
flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life--is not of the Father but is of the world. 17 And
the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever.

In what way do we have to put faith in Jesus words?

Jesus gives a number of examples or parables about this.
The lost coin found again:

NKJV (Luke 15: 8-10) 8 "Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does
not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? 9 And when she has
found it, she calls her friends and neighbors together, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for | have
found the piece which I lost!" 10 Likewise, | say to you, there is joy in the presence of the
angels of God over one sinner who repents."

The choices of the two sons:

NKJV (Matthew 21: 28-32) 28 "But what do you think? A man had two sons, and he came to
the first and said, 'Son, go, work today in my vineyard.' 29 He answered and said, 'l will not,’
but afterward he regretted it and went. 30 Then he came to the second and said likewise. And
he answered and said, 'l go, sir," but he did not go. 31 Which of the two did the will of his
father?" They said to Him, "The first." Jesus said to them, "Assuredly, | say to you that tax
collectors and harlots enter the kingdom of God before you. 32 For John came to you in the
way of righteousness, and you did not believe him; but tax collectors and harlots believed
him; and when you saw it, you did not afterward relent and believe him.

The stable basis:

NKJV (Matthew 7: 24-27) 24 "Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does
them, | will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock: 25 and the rain
descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for
it was founded on the rock. 26 But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do
them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand: 27 and the rain descended,
the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its
fall."

The lost sheep has been found:



NKJV (Luke 15: 4-7) 4 "What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he loses one of them,
does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness, and go after the one which is lost until he
finds it? 5 And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. 6 And when he
comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, 'Rejoice with me, for
I have found my sheep which was lost!" 7 | say to you that likewise there will be more joy in
heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine just persons who need no
repentance.

The lost son comes to repentance:

NKJV (Luke 15: 11-32) 11 Then He said: "A certain man had two sons. 12 And the younger of
them said to his father, 'Father, give me the portion of goods that falls to me." So he divided to
them his livelihood. 13 And not many days after, the younger son gathered all together,
journeyed to a far country, and there wasted his possessions with prodigal living. 14 But
when he had spent all, there arose a severe famine in that land, and he began to be in want.
15 Then he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country, and he sent him into his fields
to feed swine. 16 And he would gladly have filled his stomach with the pods that the swine ate,
and no one gave him anything. 17 But when he came to himself, he said, '"How many of my
father's hired servants have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger! 18 I will
arise and go to my father, and will say to him, "Father, | have sinned against heaven and
before you, 19 and I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Make me like one of your
hired servants.” ‘20 And he arose and came to his father. But when he was still a great way
off, his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and kissed him. 21
And the son said to him, 'Father, | have sinned against heaven and in your sight, and am no
longer worthy to be called your son." 22 But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring out the best
robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet. 23 And bring the
fatted calf here and kill it, and let us eat and be merry; 24 for this my son was dead and is
alive again; he was lost and is found." And they began to be merry. 25 Now his older son was
in the field. And as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing. 26 So
he called one of the servants and asked what these things meant. 27 And he said to him, 'Your
brother has come, and because he has received him safe and sound, your father has killed the
fatted calf." 28 But he was angry and would not go in. Therefore his father came out and
pleaded with him. 29 So he answered and said to his father, ‘Lo, these many years | have been
serving you; | never transgressed your commandment at any time; and yet you never gave me
a young goat, that I might make merry with my friends. 30 But as soon as this son of yours
came, who has devoured your livelihood with harlots, you killed the fatted calf for him." 31
And he said to him, 'Son, you are always with me, and all that | have is yours. 32 It was right
that we should make merry and be glad, for your brother was dead and is alive again, and
was lost and is found."

One of the criminals gets a promise:

NKJV (Luke 23: 39-43) 39 Then one of the criminals who were hanged blasphemed Him,
saying, "If You are the Christ, save Yourself and us." 40 But the other, answering, rebuked
him, saying, "Do you not even fear God, seeing you are under the same condemnation? 41
And we indeed justly, for we receive the due reward of our deeds; but this Man has done
nothing wrong." 42 Then he said to Jesus, "Lord, remember me when You come into Your
kingdom." 43 And Jesus said to him, "Assuredly, | say to you, today you will be with Me in
Paradise."”



What is expected of Jesus' disciples?

Disciples of Jesus are an example for people in the world.
Christians are the light of the world, the salt of the earth:

NKJV (Matthew 5: 13-16) 13 "You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how
shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot
by men. 14 You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor
do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all
who are in the house. 16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good
works and glorify your Father in heaven.

Do not be afraid to serve Jesus:

NKJV (John 12: 25-26) 25 He who loves his life will lose it, and he who hates his life in this
world will keep it for eternal life. 26 If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where | am,
there My servant will be also. If anyone serves Me, him My Father will honor.

Everyone's choice in whether to obey Jesus also has consequences.
In fact, there are only two choices: receiving eternal life or receiving a judgment:

NKJV (Matthew 16: 24-25) 24 Then Jesus said to His disciples, "If anyone desires to come
after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. 25 For whoever desires
to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it.

NKJV (Matthew 7: 17-20) 17 Even so, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears
bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit. 19 Every
tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 Therefore by their
fruits you will know them.

The power of prayer

The unjust judge and the widow:

NKJV (Luke 18: 1-8) 1 Then He spoke a parable to them, that men always ought to pray and
not lose heart, 2 saying: "There was in a certain city a judge who did not fear God nor regard
man. 3 Now there was a widow in that city; and she came to him, saying, 'Get justice for me
from my adversary.' 4 And he would not for a while; but afterward he said within himself,
"Though I do not fear God nor regard man, 5 yet because this widow troubles me I will
avenge her, lest by her continual coming she weary me." " 6 Then the Lord said, "Hear what
the unjust judge said. 7 And shall God not avenge His own elect who cry out day and night to
Him, though He bears long with them? 8 I tell you that He will avenge them speedily.
Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will He really find faith on the earth?"

The ongoing prayer will certainly be answered:

NKJV (Luke 11: 5-10) 5 And He said to them, "Which of you shall have a friend, and go to
him at midnight and say to him, 'Friend, lend me three loaves; 6 for a friend of mine has come
to me on his journey, and | have nothing to set before him'; 7 and he will answer from within
and say, 'Do not trouble me; the door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed; |
cannot rise and give to you'? 8 | say to you, though he will not rise and give to him because



he is his friend, yet because of his persistence he will rise and give him as many as he needs. 9
"So | say to you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be
opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who
knocks it will be opened.

NKJV (Matthew 7: 7-11) 7 "Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock,
and it will be opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and
to him who knocks it will be opened. 9 Or what man is there among you who, if his son asks
for bread, will give him a stone? 10 Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent? 11 If
you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your
Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask Him!

When someone believes the words of Jesus and of His Father, then his life is assured:

NKJV (John 5:24) 24 "Most assuredly, | say to you, he who hears My word and believes in
Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from
death into life.

NKJV (1 John 5:12) 12 He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God
does not have life.

A disciple must be worthy of the name Christian; the parable of the talents:

NKJV (Matthew 25: 14-30) 14 "For the kingdom of heaven is like a man traveling to a far
country, who called his own servants and delivered his goods to them. 15 And to one he gave
five talents, to another two, and to another one, to each according to his own ability; and
immediately he went on a journey. 16 Then he who had received the five talents went and
traded with them, and made another five talents. 17 And likewise he who had received two
gained two more also. 18 But he who had received one went and dug in the ground, and hid
his lord's money. 19 After a long time the lord of those servants came and settled accounts
with them. 20 So he who had received five talents came and brought five other talents, saying,
‘Lord, you delivered to me five talents; look, | have gained five more talents besides them.’ 21
His lord said to him, "Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few
things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord." 22 He also
who had received two talents came and said, 'Lord, you delivered to me two talents; look, |
have gained two more talents besides them." 23 His lord said to him, "Well done, good and
faithful servant; you have been faithful over a few things, | will make you ruler over many
things. Enter into the joy of your lord.' 24 Then he who had received the one talent came and
said, 'Lord, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you have not sown, and gathering
where you have not scattered seed. 25 And | was afraid, and went and hid your talent in the
ground. Look, there you have what is yours.' 26 But his lord answered and said to him, "You
wicked and lazy servant, you knew that | reap where | have not sown, and gather where |
have not scattered seed. 27 So you ought to have deposited my money with the bankers, and at
my coming | would have received back my own with interest. 28 Therefore take the talent
from him, and give it to him who has ten talents. 29 For to everyone who has, more will be
given, and he will have abundance; but from him who does not have, even what he has will be
taken away. 30 And cast the unprofitable servant into the outer darkness. There will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.’

The faithful servant who does the work of a Christian:



NKJV (Luke 12: 42-48) 42 And the Lord said, "Who then is that faithful and wise steward,
whom his master will make ruler over his household, to give them their portion of food in due
season? 43 Blessed is that servant whom his master will find so doing when he comes. 44
Truly, | say to you that he will make him ruler over all that he has. 45 But if that servant says
in his heart, '"My master is delaying his coming," and begins to beat the male and female
servants, and to eat and drink and be drunk, 46 the master of that servant will come on a day
when he is not looking for him, and at an hour when he is not aware, and will cut him in two
and appoint him his portion with the unbelievers. 47 And that servant who knew his master's
will, and did not prepare himself or do according to his will, shall be beaten with many
stripes. 48 But he who did not know, yet committed things deserving of stripes, shall be beaten
with few. For everyone to whom much is given, from him much will be required; and to whom
much has been committed, of him they will ask the more.

When people do not want to believe the words of Jesus:

NKJV (Matthew 11: 20-24) 20 Then He began to rebuke the cities in which most of His
mighty works had been done, because they did not repent: 21 "Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to
you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty works which were done in you had been done in Tyre and
Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. 22 But | say to you, it will
be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in the Day of Judgment than for you. 23 And you,
Capernaum, who are exalted to heaven, will be brought down to Hades; for if the mighty
works which were done in you had been done in Sodom, it would have remained until this
day. 24 But | say to you that it shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the Day of
Judgment than for you."

Jesus is the good Shepherd who would give everything for His sheep:

NKJV (John 10: 1-16) 1 "Most assuredly, | say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by
the door, but climbs up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber. 2 But he who enters
by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 To him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear
his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 And when he brings out
his own sheep, he goes before them; and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice. 5 Yet
they will by no means follow a stranger, but will flee from him, for they do not know the voice
of strangers.” 6 Jesus used this illustration, but they did not understand the things which He
spoke to them. 7 Then Jesus said to them again, "Most assuredly, | say to you, | am the door
of the sheep. 8 All who ever came before Me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not
hear them. 9 | am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out
and find pasture. 10 The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. | have
come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly. 11 I am the good
shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep. 12 But a hireling, he who is not the
shepherd, one who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and
flees; and the wolf catches the sheep and scatters them. 13 The hireling flees because he is a
hireling and does not care about the sheep. 14 | am the good shepherd; and | know My sheep,
and am known by My own. 15 As the Father knows Me, even so | know the Father; and | lay
down My life for the sheep. 16 And other sheep | have which are not of this fold; them also |
must bring, and they will hear My voice; and there will be one flock and one shepherd.

Jesus had still other sheep, non-Jews or Gentiles, who afterwards formed one Christian flock
together with the Jewish Christians.
That the conscious baptism is very important is evident from the last words in the gospel



according to Matthew.
It was Jesus' last assignment to His disciples:

NKJV (Matthew 28: 18-20) 18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has
been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20
teaching them to observe all things that | have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always,
even to the end of the age.”" Amen.

Christians are asked to support the worldwide Christian community as far as we can:

NKJV (Galatians 6:10) 10 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially
to those who are of the household of faith.

Christians do not have to be ashamed of anything:

NKJV (Luke 9:26) 26 For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words, of him the Son of Man
will be ashamed when He comes in His own glory, and in His Father's, and of the holy angels.

There is no other conviction or political system that comes even close to Jesus' words.
Science also certainly does not have the answers for a worldwide happy family of humans.
The world has lost its way completely, not only because they no longer really know God and
Jesus and have fallen into wickedness, but also because they no longer know what normal
relationships are.

The natural taking care and tolerance for each other are hard to find in the world.

If you have not been baptized yet, find a reliable Christian, who wants to baptize you.
Think of the eunuch, only a water immersion is needed to be baptized with the words:

"I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit"

Jesus has foretold a difficult end time, let yourself be baptized now when it is still possible
and subsequently being saved by Jesus sacrifice.

So far this part about making the personal choice.
This was also the last article in the series; Jesus the promised Messiah

P.S. On the site 'Disciples of Jesus Christ' there are more substantive Christian articles.
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